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PN-3a: Blood Cultures Performed Within  24 Hours Prior To Or 24 Hours After Hospital 
Arrival for Patients Who Were Transferred Or Admitted To the ICU Within  24 Hours of 
Hospital Arrival.
Numerator: Number of pneumonia patients transferred or admitted to the ICU within 24 hours of hospital arrival

who had blood cultures performed within 24 hours prior to or 24 hours after arrival at the hospital.  
Denominator: Pneumonia ICU patients 18 years of age and older. 

Variable  Key:
Duration of Stay

ArrivalDateTime,
InitialBloodCultureDateTime,

InitialBloodDay, and
InitialBloodMinutes.

Chest X-Ray  = 2, 3, 4Missing
PN-3a

X
PN-3a

B

= 1

ICD-9-CM 
Other Diagnosis 

Codes

On 
Table 3.4

PN-3a
B

Missing or None on Table 3.4

START

PN-3a
H

Comfort 
Measures Only  = 1

PN-3a
BMissing

PN-3a
X

= 2, 3, 4

Clinical Trial  = Y
PN-3a

BMissing
PN-3a

X

= N

Run cases that are included in the PN Initial Patient Population and 
pass the edits defined in the Data Processing Flow through this 

measure.  
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= 1

PN-3a
B

 = Y
PN-3a

B

PN-3a
B

PN-3a
B

PN-3a
X  = 3Missing

 = 1, 2, 4

= 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
F

Missing
PN-3a

X  =2,3

Not In Measure 
Population

PN-3a
B

Missing

Non-UTD Value

Duration of Stay = – (in 
days)

 =UTD
PN-3a

D

Duration of 
Stay

 ≤  1

>1

PN-3a
I

PN-3a
Z

PN-3a
X

PN-3a
B

PN-3a
X Missing

PN-3a
H

=N

=01, 03, 04, 05, 
06,

50, 51, 61, 62, 63, 
64, 65, 70

=02, 07, 20, 
43, 66

 = 4, D, E

PN-3a
D

 = 4

 = 1 or 2

= 3
PN-3a

EMissing
PN-3a

X

=1, 2, 4

= 4
PN-3a

D

=1, 2
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